
 

Children 'Want Tougher School Discipline'
By Harriet Prest, Sky News reporter | Sky News – 41 minutes ago

Teachers should be allowed to be tougher when it comes to classroom discipline, parents and school children believe, 

according to a new study.

The use of the cane in classrooms was abolished in 1986 but now, 25 years on, there is support among parents for bringing 

it back.

A study by The Times Educational Supplement reveals half of parents surveyed would welcome the reintroduction of 

corporal punishment in schools.

The results showed 49% of parents said smacking or caning should be brought back to deal with very bad behaviour.

Surprisingly, 20% of secondary school children agreed with them.

The survey was answered by 2,014 UK parents with children in secondary school education and 530 children currently 

studying at secondary schools.

It also showed 91% of parents and 62% of children want tougher discipline in general, with techniques like suspension, 

expulsion and detention gaining approval from both groups.

After the riots in August, The Education Secretary Michael Gove called for strong discipline in schools.

On September 1, teachers were given greater support in the face of allegations from students they had disciplined and some 

extra power to deal with poor behaviour.

But the Department for Education has completely ruled out a return to corporal punishment in schools.

In a statement it said: "There is no intention of ever reintroducing corporal punishment.

"Parents are right to demand that their children learn in a safe and ordered environment - that's why we are toughening up 

teachers' disciplinary powers and restoring their authority."

Amanda Brown, spokesperson for the National Union of Teachers called the idea Victorian.

"Rather than going back to the old days, and of course corporal punishment is outlawed, we'd like to see much more 

positive behaviour," she said.

"This research shows that there's a real consensus within the school community that what everybody wants is a calm 

ordered environment that pupils can learn in and teachers can teach in."

But there were some pointers for the teaching profession too.

The students surveyed said the traits most essential in a good teacher are a passion for the subject, patience and a sense of 

humour.

(c) Sky News 2011 
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